Cinema Novo x 5: Masters of Contemporary Brazilian Film (Latin American Monograph Series: No. 60)

With such stunning films as Dona Flor and Her Two Husbands, Bye Bye Brazil, and Pixote,
Brazilian cinema achieved both critical acclaim and popular recognition in the 1970s and
1980s, becoming the premier cinema of Latin America and one of the largest film producersin
the western world. But the success of Brazilian film at home and abroad came after many
years of struggle by filmmakers determined to create a strong film industry in Brazil. At the
forefront of this struggle were the filmmakers of Cinema Novo, the internationally acclaimed
movement whose flowering in the 1960s marked the birth of modern Brazilian film.Cinema
Novo x 5 places the success of Brazilian cinema in perspective by examining the films of the
five leaders of this groundbreaking movement&€” Andrade, Diegues, Guerra, Rocha, and dos
Santos. By exploring the individuality of these masters of contemporary Brazilian film, Randal
Johnson reveal's the astonishing stylistic and thematic diversity of Cinema Novo. His emphasis
is on the films themselves, aswell as their makersé€™ distinctive cinematic vision and views
of what cinema should be and is. At the same time, he provides a wealth of valuable
background information to enhance readersd€™ understanding of the historical, cultural, and
economic context in which Cinema Novo was born and flourished.
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