Defending Al Research: A Collection of Essays and Reviews (Center for the Study of Language and I nformation - L ecture Notes)

John McCarthys influence in computer science ranges from the invention of LI1SP and
time-sharing to the coining of the term Al and the founding of the Al laboratory at Stanford
University. One of the foremost figuresin computer sciences, McCarthy has written papers
which are widely referenced and stand as milestones of development over a wide range of
topics. In this collection of reviews, McCarthy staunchly defends the importance of Artificial
Intelligence research against its attackers; this book gathers M cCarthys reviews of books
which discuss and criticise the future of Al. Here, McCarthy explores the larger questions
associated with Al, such as the question of the nature of intelligence, of the acquisition and
application of knowledge, and the question of the politics behind this research.
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